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T h e  b e l o w  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a n s w e r s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  c o m m o n  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  

about the statutory changes and their impact on educator evaluation plans.  

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 

Q1. 



Q6. What will the requirements for observations and school visits be under the NYS-STEPS system? 

Education Law §3012-e requires that one measure of evaluation shall be classroom observations of 
teachers and school visits of principals.  Further requirements will be established in regulations and 
guidance which will likely be approved and published in the Fall of 2024.    

Q7. Should LEAs negotiate the nature/type/number of observations under a future NYS-STEPS plan 
now?   

No. LEAs are advised to wait until regulations are adopted before negotiating a new NYS-STEPS plan. Once 
regulations are adopted, regulatory guidance and other resources will be forthcoming.  

Questions about the Student Performance Component 

Q8. While an LEA is still implementing an Education Law §3012-d educator evaluation plan, can it 
eliminate the student performance measure? 

No.  The student performance measure is still a requirement for evaluation plans approved under 
Education Law §3012-d.  For additional information about student performance under Education Law 
§3012-d, please see the Department’s guidance. 

Q9. Will LEAs be required to have a student performance component in the new NYS-STEPS system?   

No. LEAs are required to select multiple measures to evaluate their teachers and principals. One of the 
measures must be observations/school visits.  LEAs will select the other measure(s), which may include 
portfolios, surveys, research projects, student outcome data, or other LEA-designed measures.  LEAs are 
not required to use student outcome data under the new NYS-STEPS system. 

Further questions can be directed to the Office of Educator Quality and Professional Development 
(OEQPD) by e-mail at educatoreval@nysed.gov. Submitting additional questions to us via this email 
address will help us to keep this Q&A document up to date as new questions emerge from the field. 
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