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Sentences or words in underlined constitute hyperlinks. Sentences and words in bold are classroom activities that 
thread oral language, metalinguistic development and flexible groupings throughout this unit 
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ability to explore and analyze information presented in multiple formats to then integrate it and synthesize it. A 

road map of how these instructional practices may be organized is presented in Table 1. 
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Unit Segment Summary 

For secondary school teachers, it is important to recognize the significance of literacy 

development with topics students will be studying in their content courses and to create opportunities in 

which literacy can be promoted in ways that are interdisciplinary. The focus of the segment is genetically 

modified organisms (GMOs). Specifically, the segment discusses corn, and how it has taken over as a super 

ingredient that is included in a variety of items we consume daily. A GMO is an organism that has had its 

DNA modified through genetic engineering practices. High s



 

   

   

    

         

    

    

                  

 

 

         

     

             

    

  

 

    

   

      

        

          

     

     

   

   

 

  

Common Food Items 

I. Place an X for the food items you consume and for the ones that you think might 
contain com. 

Food Items 

Soda 
Com 
Popcorn 
Candy 
Flavored Yoirurt 
Salad Dr1-0.006 435824T.51�0 Tc 4.5s(Flavored )Tj�0.05S1 cs 064165 g�096 566 -1.25g4812  mig5.2216 Tm�(I. )TFlavored .5Tj�/C.25rgm�(fo)Tj�0.1 -928 g�0809894-(3 0 05.55 )Tj�-0New1.76 16 5738 g�0809818 021 0 05.55 . 6 1 . 7 3 9  T r 8  5 2 5 . 5 9 8  g � 0 5 0 8 - 5 . 1 9 0  8 .  0  3 j � 0 e  . 5 T j � / C . 2 5 r g m 0  T d � 5 0 8 - 5 . 1  g � 0 5 0 8 - 5 . 1 j � - . 9 4  0  3 j � 0 e  . 6 1 . 7 3 9  T r 8  � ( f o ) T j � 0 . d � ( 2 0 1  T c � 0 5 0 8 - 5 . 1 j ) T j 7 8  0  3 j � 0 e  . 5 T j � / C . 2 5 r g m 0  T d � 5 0 8 - 5 . 1  g � 0 5 0 8 - 5 . 1 j 3 ( t h 0  0  3 j � 0 e  ) T j � - 0 > 1 . 7 6  0  8 4 d � ( . 6 1 . 7 3 9  T r 8  � ( f o ) T j � 0 . d � ( 5 T j � 0 . � 0 5 0 8 - 5 . 1 j 3 1 0 . 5  0  3 j � 0 e  ) T j � - 0 O p p o r t u n , 1 e d  ) T j � 0 . 2 3 5  g 5 2 5 . 2 2 1 6  T m � ( I . 0 4 5 0 . 3 0 2  g � - 0 . 0 0 7  T c  0 1 1 0 . 3  0  4 7 ) T j �  

Can

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OML_AV8H-cWnlF-k1n2vcRCXVW7PA48yygvWImNbMxc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16G8aCXF3pvHioLzLYtDneA17lJuJw1wZiG92eW3k39o/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UsRPKIW7Lu-2BxA8NFLLVUwsA6UVjhm2
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I 
Word PJnd Ai:tivh y 

1. A s you Hsten 10 me Review of Kins Corn Documentary. h ig hlig ht t h e wor ds rhat you 
h~a.- o n the following, wo.-d c:; l oud . 

. 2. Aftcl" the audio e nds . using your device (computerd794he de750.42 g�54.713 0 0 5 378.8908 621.0616 Tmm�(2. )Tj10.05 Tc 646865 0 0 5 378.8908 6hig33.ghte0.1416 Tm�(rd )T683ng nd h . nd h follopi1.084�461.66690023at 61084�470�gc;5 0 0 519001�.9008 62!(follo8,C84�0 Tc 454001m22 6 0 0 14Tf�.1 033e )Tj�51 g�0.05 Tc 6.454�0 Tc 4540833e 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1s3z--z__kaOp8up8lUWiHnynfe_iroL7
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1 
How Corn Took Over America 

A FIELD OF CORN 

Toe average supermarket doesn't seem much like a field of 
com. 

Take a look around one. What do you see? There's a large, 
air-conditioned room. There are are 
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The deconstruction of this paragraph in both languages opened spaces for the students to gain a 

deeper knowledge of the text. She gave them time to keep on working in a partnership based on cross-

linguistic language proficiency .4 The discussions led the students to understand the complex role 

GMOs have, and to practice the essential skill of reading a paragraph holistically and not as individual 

sentences. 

Table 4: Using Metalinguistic Awareness to Gain Understanding of the Texts: Comparing 
Complex Sentences in Both Languages 

English Paragraph Spanish Paragraph 

For example, one of the most popular 

genetically modified (GM) crops is a corn 

plant that’s capable of producing its own 

pesticide, called Bt, which is also used in 

spray form by some organic farmers. 

Por ejemplo, uno de los cultivos genéticamente 

modificados (GM) más populares es una planta de 

maíz que es capaz de producir su propio pesticida, 

llamado Bt, que también es utilizado en forma de 

rocío por algunos agricultores orgánicos. 

Understanding Cause and Effect 

For example, one of the most popular 

genetically modified (GM) crops is a corn 

plant that’s capable of producing its own 

pesticide, called Bt, which is also used in 

spray form by some organic farmers. The 

idea is to make the plant resistant to insect 

damage and to limit the amount of harmful 

pesticides farmers have to spray. 

Reading to Find the Main Idea of the Text 

Por ejemplo, uno de los cultivos genéticamente 

modificados (GM) más populares es una planta de 

maíz que es capaz de producir su propio pesticida, 

llamado Bt, que también es utilizado en forma de 

rocío por algunos agricultores orgánicos. La idea es 

hacer que la planta sea resistente al daño por 

insectos y limitar la cantidad de pesticidas dañinos que 

los agricultores tienen que rociar. 

As students read in small groups 





 

    

 

 

NEW LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRESSIONS Grades 11- 12: Reading for Information 2 

CoDlDlon Core Anchor Standard (RJ.2): Dt:lermine central ideas or themes of a text and MAIN A CADEMIC D EMA D 
analyze their development; summarize tJ1e key supporting details and ideas. Summarize Te.rt by Determining Main idea 

and S11pport111g Details 

Common Core Grade 11- 12 Standard (Rl .11- 12.2): Detem1ine two or more central ideas GRADE L EVEL A CADEM IC DEMAND 
ofa text and analyze their development over the course of the text. including how they interact Summarize Text Ohjectfrely. Ana(1-zing the 
and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. Relationships and De1·elopme111 of Multiple Central 

Ideas 

5 Levels of 
Enterin g Emergin g I Transitioning Expanding Commanding Language 

Dcvclopmmt (Beginner) (Low Intermediate) (Hi gh Intermediate) (Advanced) (Pn,ftcleat) 

When acquiring a new language, usiug grade level 1ex1s and appropriate suppon,, student, are able 10: 

L istening-Centered 
Activit): Organize 
pre/aught wortlf and 
phrases 011 a double main 
idea u·eb 10 identify two or 
more central ideas of a text, 
as a text is read in 
part11ership and/or tetll·her-

�~� 
led small groups 

- Oracy -.18960 1 Tf
10.4901 0 0 18.1193 87..22 0.259 rg
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new knowledge, everyone should have a much better understanding of how to keep 
our earth green. 

26 
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Table 7: Summary of the Strategies Dr. Olivares Orellana Used to Increase the Understanding, Engagement, and Participation of All 
Students 

Oral Language Development, Metalinguistic Awareness, and Flexible Groupings 
These instructional strategies are meant to overlap. For instance, students working in a small group can use oral language to translate and to discuss 

prefixes, scientific root words, and suffixes in order to gain metalinguistic awareness. 
Oral Language Development Metalinguistic Awareness Flexible Groupings 

• Built background knowledge by discussing corn as a 

common ingredient in food and discussed their findings 

• Emphasized the discussion of key words throughout the 

speaking and listening activities 

• Encouraged peer discussion to promote connections 

• Used oral language to make meaning and to learn with 

and from each other 

• Provided opportunities for students to ask their own 

questions to clarify meaning 

• Encouraged conversations and translations by using the 

language (home or new) that fostered understanding 

• Extended knowledge of prefixes 

• Analyzed complex sentences in a text in both 

Spanish and English 

• Analyzed cause and effect in a text in both 

Spanish and English 

• Analyzed a persuasive essay in order to 

understand the structure, linguistic features, and 

tools the author employed to achieve the 

purpose of the text 

• Grouped students based on 

cross-linguistic language proficiency and 

students’ abilities to work in groups (e.g.,. 

interests, similar views when debating) 

29 
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