
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/
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http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/forms-and-waivers
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/forms-and-waivers
mailto:OBEWL@nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/forms-and-waivers
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ZĞŽƉĞŶŝŶŐ�'ƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ�&�Y�ĂŶĚ�tĞďŝŶĂƌ 

In order to support districts throughout the State in the reopening of schools for 2020-21, OBEWL has compiled a 
FAQ and PowerPoint presentation to address questions relating to Multilingual Learners (MLs) regarding the reo-
pening process.  The term “

http://www.nysed.gov/program-offices/office-bilingual-education-and-world-languages-obewl
http://www.nysrbernondemand.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14iZNIHQg7B9AcnTabMINITFUYpGFZFbP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14iZNIHQg7B9AcnTabMINITFUYpGFZFbP/view?usp=sharing


4 

 

�ŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů��ƋƵŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�/ŵŵŝŐƌĂŶƚ�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ 

The current immigration context has left many students and their families scared and uncertain about their future 
and treatment in this country.  Many schools are unsure of what steps to take to ensure they are doing everything 
possible to protect, educate, and uplift their immigrant students and families.  

In collaboration with OBEWL, the City University of New York (CUNY) developed a series of short videos and a re-
source guide for educators to support immigrant and refugee students and families in their school communities. 
These wonderful videos and resource guide can be found here: 

<ĞǇ�/ŵŵŝŐƌĂƟŽŶ�/ƐƐƵĞƐ     /ŵŵŝŐƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ��ůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ 

/ŵŵŝŐƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ    �ƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐ�ƚŽ��ĚƵĐĂƟŶŐ�ZĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ�Θ�/ŵŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ 

ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�'ƵŝĚĞ 

In partnership with NYSED’s Office of Student Support Services, OBEWL also provides support to districts, parents 
and students to ensure districts adhere to the Dignity for All Students Act (DASA) to investigate and follow up on 
incidents of bias-based harassment in a prompt, thorough, and effective manner. Due to challenges caused by the 
COVID-19 crisis and widespread school closures in spring 2020 which had a disproportionate impact on vulnerable 
populations such as ELLs and immigrant students, it is more important than ever to ensure that these educational 
rights of immigrant students are respected. Parents with questions or concerns regarding violations of DASA may 
call our ELL Parent Hotline at 1-800-469-8224 or email nysparenthotline@nyu.edu. 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�dŽǁĂƌĚƐ�^ƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶŝŶŐ��>>�Θ�D>�/ŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ 

The Strengthening ELL and ML Instruction working group is a sub-group of the ELL Leadership Council.  The group 
includes six ELL & ML educational leaders representing various regions across New York State and members of 
OBEWL.  

The team has met every week since the Spring of 2020 and started by surveying the education field to gather infor-
mation on the anticipated instructional needs post-COVID-19 and beyond. The responses helped determine future 
professional learning opportunities, strategies, and best practices to support and strengthen ELL and ML instruc-
tion. 

From the responses collected, the team decided to focus on the following topics: 

Topic 1. Using Translations as a Support, Not a Solution; 

Topic 2. Keeping the Communication with our Multilingual Families Alive;  

Topic 3.�Supporting our Multilingual Digital Learners; and 

Topic 4. Building the Bridge from Content to Academic Language Development. 

The practical and accessible resources will be developed for ALL teachers of ELLs and MLs to support instruction 
and help address the needs of the over 260,000 ELLs and the families of all ELLs and MLs in the state.   

The team has developed Topic 1. Using Translations as a Support, Not a Solution, which will present stratā騀 

https://vimeo.com/354049990/1385b121eb
https://vimeo.com/354053097/ee74f72c9f
https://vimeo.com/354056933/0ccf986952
https://vimeo.com/354054291/77c2a6b2ca
https://www.dropbox.com/s/kawcgyxn68rcvk7/Resource%20Guide%20for%20С����Ƶ%208%3A14%3A19.docx?dl=0
mailto:nysparenthotline@nyu.edu


https://www.ocmboces.org/teacherpage.cfm?teacher=3493
http://www.ocmboces.org/rbern
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 dŚĞ�EĞǁ��zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ�^ĞĂů�ŽĨ��ŝůŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ�;Ez^^�Ϳ 

With the new school year comes the opportunity to honor our students on the pathway to 
biliteracy.  NYSSB provides a mechanism to acknowledge the importance of being bilingual 
in today’s global society, to highlight the hard work and achievement of students, and to 
encourage them to continue pursuing language study. 

The NYSSB is an award given by a school, school district or county office of education that 
formally recognizes students who have attained a high level of proficiency in two or more 
world languages (one of which must be English) by high school graduation.  Over 4,600 stu-
dents earned this distinction in the 2019-20 school year, despite the COVID-19 related 
school closures. 

To assist schools in implementing a NYSSB program, OBEWL in collaboration with the NYSSB 
Task Force and the Mid-West and Mid-State RBERNs have created a Ez^^��'ƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ�dŽŽůŬŝƚ�that contains a series of 
self-guiding modules. The modules, consisting of agendas, videos, presentation slides, and supporting documenta-
tion, can be used by the NYSSB Committee within a single school or among schools in a consortium looking to imple-
ment, improve, or expand their programs.  

Current modules exist for the following 7 topics: 

• Getting Started 

• Planning to Implement the NYSSB 

• Designing the Culminating Project and Promoting 
the NYSSB Program  

• Monitoring Student Progress  

• Preparing for Panel Presentations 

• Celebrating the NYSSB 

• Wrapping up Your Program 

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-school-notification-form
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/nyssb-culminating-project-notification-form
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-seal-request-form
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-end-year-data-form
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/world-languages/nyssb-handbook.pdf
mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov
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 FOR YOUR INFORMATION—Updated Criteria to Earn the NYSSB 

The New York State Board of Regents voted at their September 14th  meeting  to adopt the following changes to 
Part 100.5(h)(4)(a) of the Regulations of the Commissioner defining the criteria required to earn the NYSSB: 

 

• �ŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŽ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ϭ��ZĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ĂŶĐĞůůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϮϬ�ĂŶĚ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϮϬϮϬ�ZĞŐĞŶƚƐ��ǆĂŵƐ:   The sec-
tion was amended to provide that students who were unable to take applicable Regents exams due to COVID-
19 related cancellation will satisfy criteria for the NYSSB that would have been met by the required June 2020 
or August 2020 Regents exam(s), provided that such students have been exempted from the applicable Regents 
examinations in accordance with section 100.5(a)(5)(iv) of the Commissioner’s regulations. 

 

• �ŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŽ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ϭ�͗ 

• The section w᐀

https://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/720bra5.pdf
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/teach/home.html
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tŽƌůĚ�>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ�EĞĞĚƐ��ƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�^ƵƌǀĞǇ�ZĞƐƵůƚƐ� 
A World Languages Needs Assessment Survey was conducted  from June 15 to July 15, 
2020 for world language teachers and administrators.  The purpose of this survey was to 
collect feedback on stakeholder needs as schools plan to transition to a revised set of 
standards.  A total of 2,096 responses were received.  The responses exemplify a repre-
sentative demographic sampling of our state’s world language educators.  86% respond-
ents identified as teachers, 9% as department chairs or coordinators, and 4% as adminis-
trators.  Responses came from teachers of 16 different languages, with Spanish (68%), 
French (24%) and Italian (10%) representing the most common languages.  Educators 
from all levels (elementary school through post-secondary) and all checkpoints (A, B, and C) made their voices 
heard in this survey.  Responses were received from all eight regions of the state (Capital-East, Hudson Valley, 
Long Island, Mid-State, Mid-West, New York City, Northern NY, and West).  Finally, survey participation spanned 
all levels of experience from less than three years to 30 or more years.  Respondents’ profiles provide valuable 
information to OBEWL and the World Language Content Advisory Panel (WLCAP) on the constituencies that need 
to be engaged as part of the standards revision process.  The full Survey Results Report 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/world-languages/world-languages-needs-assessment-survey-results-report-sept-2020.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/news/upcoming-world-language-conferences
https://wlnys.wufoo.com/forms/zzjvbhp0rlka0s/
https://www.pinterest.com/


http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/professional-learning
https://forms.gle/pGXvp3C7rToBse9M8
mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov
mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/professional-learning
https://www.actfl.org/user/register
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/lote-approved-assessments
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/lote-approved-assessments
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rq3WAd-7LO8eqWonK53vQmnBcBt68jNxEcfIxsNkkbBQw6GV8urkt6r7jyUSrNLB2Q7R7fbFHvk5snHWHDaNU08_Iz5cWYy4TSJZ0no5WqqT-BlYlP9Uk9HQZX8NB5Do4aMj1BWIYqDtUsIlx_uxqVYitkq_QbC5uiIrCks-tNG3PFbuxSPCInGazbx-axha-FB8thM1L6mfQmmi-ZTqzFyhSSsZ3dZX&c=Q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rq3WAd-7LO8eqWonK53vQmnBcBt68jNxEcfIxsNkkbBQw6GV8urkt6r7jyUSrNLB2Q7R7fbFHvk5snHWHDaNU08_Iz5cWYy4TSJZ0no5WqqT-BlYlP9Uk9HQZX8NB5Do4aMj1BWIYqDtUsIlx_uxqVYitkq_QbC5uiIrCks-tNG3PFbuxSPCInGazbx-axha-FB8thM1L6mfQmmi-ZTqzFyhSSsZ3dZX&c=Q
mailto:emscgradreq@nysed.gov
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��d&>�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�^ƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ��ĚƵĐĂƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�>ĞĂƌŶĞƌƐ�dŚŝƐ�&Ăůů� 

ACTFL issued a statement in August in which they made the following five (5) recommendations in support of the 
language education community during and following the COVID-19 Pandemic: 

1. Prioritize Educator and Learner Health and Safety; 

2. Include Language Educators in the Decision-Making Process; 

3. Focus on Equity and Access; 

4. Invest in a Pipeline of Well-Prepared and Diverse Educators; and 

5. Make Professional Development Widely Available. 

Excerpt from the online article:  “The five recommendations above are essential to supporting all teachers and 

https://www.actfl.org/resources/press-releases/actfl-statement-supporting-language-educators-and-learners-fall
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/resource-collection-for-ells-2020-05-24.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/resource-collection-for-world-languages-2020-05-04.pdf
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The mission of the New York State Education Department’s Office 

of Bilingual Education and World Languages is to ensure that all 

New York State English Language Learners (ELLs) attain the highest 

level of academic success and that all Multilingual Learners (MLs) 

– which include ELLs, Former/Ever ELLs, World Languages  

students, and heritage speakers of World Languages – achieve the 

highest level of language proficiency in English and in one or more 

other languages. 

Tuesday, September 15th—
Thursday, October 15th is National 

https://research.steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/center/technical_assistance/program/language_rbern
https://rbern.org/
https://www.hudsonvalleyrbern.org/
https://www.esboces.org/Page/505
http://www.ocmboces.org/rbern
https://www.monroe2boces.org/mid-westrbe-rn_home.aspx
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21065/nysnyc_regional_bilingual_education_resource_network
https://www.rbernwest.e1b.org/en/index.aspx
http://www.nysed.gov/program-offices/office-bilingual-education-and-world-languages-obewl
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb



