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Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages 
New York State Education Department 
89 Washington Avenue – EB505, Albany, NY  12234 
55 Hanson Place, Rm 594, Brooklyn, NY 11217 
(518) 474-8775, (718) 722-2445, OBEWL website 

December 2021 Newsletter 

Greetings from Associate Commissioner Elisa Alvarez 

Dear Colleagues, 

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/
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2022 World Language Professional Learning Series Announced 

The Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages is proud to announce the first five workshops in the 2022 
World Language Professional Learning Series.  These online workshops are offered free of charge for world 
language educators and administrators working or studying in New York State schools, colleges, universities, 
BOCES/RBERNs, or other educational institutions.  All workshops will take place from 4:00-5:00 p.m., so that 
educators can attend.  Participants who attend these workshops via Zoom may earn a certificate of attendance or a 
certificate documenting CTLE credit.  Recordings are made of all large-group workshops.  Those who are unable to 
attend the virtual workshops may earn a certificate, including for CTLE credit, by watching the recording and 
earning a score of at least 7/10 on a post assessment.   

Registration for these workshops is now open.  Please note that registration for all workshops closes 48 hours prior 
to the event.  There is no same-day registration.  Only pre-registered attendees will be admitted into the 
workshops.  Once the registrant's email address has been verified as being from a New York State educational 
institution, an email confirming registration will be sent.  No registration is necessary to view the recordings of 
these workshops. 

 

Understanding Vocabulary Development in Standards-Based Teaching  (January 13, 2022) 

Workshop description:  Vocabulary knowledge is the key to communication. No one can 
understand or be understood without it. In this session, participants will examine the role of 
vocabulary learning in proficiency development and explore the importance of vocabulary 
development in designing and implementing thematic units. Participants will learn research-
informed strategies for identifying, presenting, and spiraling vocabulary to facilitate 
acquisition.  

Register here! 

 

Understanding the Role of Grammar in Proficiency Development Parts 1 & 2  (February 24, 2022 & March 3, 2022) 

Workshop description:  Increasing control of grammatical structures is essential to language 
proficiency development. Participants will first discover how proficiency descriptors for 
checkpoint proficiency targets and the language functions embedded in each of the NYS 
Learning Standards for World Languages help teachers identify which language structures to 
include in thematic unit design and implementation. Participants will then explore strategies 
that draw on both implicit and explicit approaches to help learners develop increasing 
control of grammatical structures.  

Register here! 

 

Understanding Standards-

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-vocabulary-development-standards-based-teaching
http://wlnys.wufoo.com/forms/q1tqqpwx1tv5slv/
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-role-grammar-proficiency-development-parts-1-2
https://wlnys.wufoo.com/forms/qylktpw0om8ohk/
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/understanding-standards-based-lesson-planning
https://wlnys.wufoo.com/forms/q1tj1cmm1z09sku/
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http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/preparing-standards-based-curriculum-planning
https://wlnys.wufoo.com/forms/q1yq51490lnayxf/
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/professional-learning


https://forms.gle/JeKaXDRyU7n2rsCk9
https://forms.gle/JeKaXDRyU7n2rsCk9
https://forms.gle/JeKaXDRyU7n2rsCk9
mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/world-languages/nyssb-school-notification-form-2021-22.docx
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/world-languages/nyssb-school-notification-form-2021-22.docx
https://forms.gle/s1tPKMwMuNZhGfAm7
https://forms.gle/s1tPKMwMuNZhGfAm7
mailto:nyssb@nysed.gov


http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-one-page-briefs-students-and-families-multiple-languages
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OBEWL Welcomes New Bilingual Associate 

The Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages is pleased 
to announce the addition of a new Bilingual Associate, Ms. Alicia 
Báez-Barinas.  Alicia began her career with the New York City 
Department of Education and has more than eighteen years of 
experience in bilingual education.  While working in the South 
Bronx, she supported English Language Learners (ELLs) and 
Multilingual Learners (MLs) as a classroom teacher, literacy/data 
coach, and as an Assistant Principal.  She coordinated the 
development of literacy curriculum, integrated technology to 
meet the needs of ELLs and other MLs, facilitated numerous 
professional development opportunities for teachers, and 
implemented an adult English as a New Language (ENL) program 
for parents, and supervised Title III Saturday programs.  

Alicia returned to her hometown of Buffalo, New York more than 
eight years ago where she proudly accepted the position of 
Assistant Principal at City Honors School.  She then continued to 
advocate for and serve ELLs and other MLs in Buffalo as Director 
of Bilingual Education for the Division of Multilingual Education.  
She worked collaboratively with the Division to reform bilingual 
education in Buffalo, establishing a bilingual school Principals’ 
Consortium, revamped Spanish literacy instruction, and facilitated 
multiple professional learning opportunities for various 
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 News from Other NYSED Offices 
 
New Resources to Support NYSED’s Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework 
To support districts and schools in raising awareness of the CR-SE Framework, the NYS Education Department has 
released three optional Professional Development Toolkits that can be shared within schools and professional 
communities.  The toolkits contain PowerPoint presentations and turnkey facilitation guides tailored to three 
audience types: a General Session, a Teacher Session, and an Administrative/District Leaders Session.  The toolkits 
are customizable to address districts’, schools’, or communities’ unique needs.  Also released are three articles 
written by fellow educators to share ideas and resources on implementing the CR-SE Framework.  If you have any 
questions on the new materials or on the CR-SE Framework, please contact the Office of Curriculum and Instruction 
at emscurric@nysed.gov. 
 
 
New York State Teacher of the Year 
Celebrate and recognize an outstanding educator! Nominate a teacher to be the 2023 New York State Teacher of the 
Year. The application will be available until February 1, 2022.   
 
 
2022 MLK Student Art and Essay Exhibition 
NYSED is sponsoring the 2022 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Fine Arts and Essay Exhibition.  An official request for 
submissions was sent via email to school officials on 10/8/21.  Schools are encouraged to submit student art and 
essays that reflect Dr. King’s life and teachings.  All students enrolled in any K-12 program are invited to participate 
and all submissions will be included in the virtual exhibition.  Student submissions are due no later than Friday, 
December 17, 2021.  For guidelines and additional information, please visit this website. 

 
My Brother’s Keeper is expanding!  
The MBK Equity Framework provides necessary resources for our communities to effectively address the conditions 
facing boys, young men, and their families. This framework is designed to create a new standard of success and 
implement systematic changes in communities across the country. Learn how this framework can lead to better 
outcomes for your community today!  This program is looking for people who are passionate about improving the 
lives of boys and young men of color.  Apply today and begin to make your lasting impact.  There’s no time like the 
present to accept the MBK Community Challenge to ensure boys and young men of color have the opportunity to 
reach their full potential.  Get involved with your local MBK Community today. 

http://www.nysed.gov/crs/professional-development-toolkits
http://www.nysed.gov/crs/professional-development-toolkits
http://www.nysed.gov/crs/educator-articles
mailto:emscurric@nysed.gov
http://bit.ly/2DlHJse
https://empirestateplaza.ny.gov/nys-dr-martin-luther-king-jr-student-art-essay-exhibition
https://www.obama.org/mbka/network/mbk-framework/
https://www.obama.org/careers/
https://www.obama.org/…/about-mbk…/existing-mbk-communities/
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The mission of the New York State Education Department’s Office 

of Bilingual Education and World Languages is to ensure that all 

New York State English Language Learners (ELLs) attain the highest 

level of academic success and that all Multilingual Learners (MLs) 

– which include ELLs, Former/Ever ELLs, World Languages  

students, and heritage speakers of World Languages – achieve the 

highest level of language proficiency in English and in one or more 

other languages. 

Need local support?  Contact your local RBERN! 
 

The RBERNs support OBEWL’s mission to ensure that all students’ individual educational paths and socio-

economical needs are met in multiple languages leading them to college, career, and civic readiness. They are 

NYSED’s key providers of guidance, technical assistance, and support to New York State Districts, Charter Schools, 

Non-

https://research.steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/center/technical_assistance/program/language_rbern
https://rbern.org/
https://www.hudsonvalleyrbern.org/
https://www.esboces.org/Page/505
http://www.ocmboces.org/rbern
https://www.monroe2boces.org/mid-westrbe-rn_home.aspx
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21065/nysnyc_regional_bilingual_education_resource_network
https://www.rbernwest.e1b.org/en/index.aspx
http://www.nysed.gov/program-offices/office-bilingual-education-and-world-languages-obewl
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/resource-collection-for-ells-2020-05-24.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/resource-collection-for-world-languages-2020-05-04.pdf

