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What you will need to take the challenge: 

• End-of-Year Data Challenge Scenarios (Handout) 

• End-of-Year Data Challenge Spreadsheet 

• End-of-Year Data Challenge - Answers and Explanations 

• A device (computer, laptop, tablet) on which to fill out the End-of-Year Data Challenge Spreadsheet 

 

Instructions:  On the following pages, you will be presented with 15 Seal of Biliteracy scenarios.  Read each scenario and fill out the End-of-Year Data 

Challenge Spreadsheet accordingly.  Some of the information, such as student numbers, has been pre-filled out on the spreadsheet.  Assume the 

following: 

(1) all students listed are 21 years of age or younger; 

(2) all students are on track to earn at least a Regents Diploma by graduation; and  

(3) all criteria being entered have already been “met” by the student (that is, the criteria are not “anticipated”).   

 

Use your knowledge of the Seal to make a final determination of whether or not each student has earned the Seal.  You may wish to have page 13 of 

the Seal Handbook available to check the information in the scenarios against the Seal Criteria.  If the student has not met the criteria to earn the 

Seal, write a brief statement that explains why in the “Explanation of points” column.  For some scenarios, a follow-up question is presented to 

further hone your skills. 

 
 

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
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Student # Scenario 
Qualifies 
for Seal? Explanation of Points Follow up question(s) 

100000000003 This 12th grader is of the Caucasian race, not 

of Hispanic origin.  Her first language is 

English.  She took French as a second 

language, earned a 90% overall average in her 

11th grade French course and got a 4 on the 

AP French Language exam.  Not wanting to do 

the culminating project, the student opted to 

take the STAMP4S exam in French and scored 

a 6.  She stopped her study of French after the 

11th grade.  This student passed the English 

Regents exam with 75% and then completed a 

project in 12th grade that met the 

Intermediate High requirement.  

  Can the student earn a point in 
French by ONLY completing a 
one-year (11th grade) 
Checkpoint C course with an 
85% or better? 
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Student # Scenario 
Qualifies 
for Seal? Explanation of Points Follow up question(s) 

100000000006 This senior, who identifies as Black or African 

American, grew up in Germany and came to the 

US with minimal English skills.  She was able to 

exit ELL status in 8th grade.  She received a 92% 

overall average in her Checkpoint C German 

class and received a rating of Intermediate High 

for the culminating project.  She took both the 

AP English Language and AP English Literature 

exams and scored 5 on both.  In addition, her 

overall average in 11th and 12th grade ELA was 

greater than 85%. 

 

  Would this student have been 
eligible to earn a point by scoring 
75% or above on 2 or more 
Regents exams other than 
English not in translation? 
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Student # Scenario 
Qualifies 
for Seal? Explanation of Points Follow up question(s) 

100000000007 This female student of Mexican origin identifies as 

multiracial and of Hispanic ethnicity.  As of the start of 

her senior year, she was still identified as an English 

Language Learner (ELL).  She received an 80% on the 

ELA Regents exam, an 85% in the ELA 11th and 12th 

grade courses, a 3 on the AP English Language exam, 

but did not complete the Culminating Project.  The 

student took Spanish all the way through 12th grade 

with a yearly average of 98% in 12th grade Spanish and 

scored an Advanced Low on the Culminating Project. 

  Why doesn’t the non-
completion of the 
Culminating Project in 
English prevent this 
student from earning the 
Seal? 
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Student # Scenario 
Qualifies 
for Seal? Explanation of Points Follow up question(s) 

100000000008 This senior, who identifies as White, not of 

H
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Student # Scenario 
Qualifies 
for Seal? Explanation of Points Follow up question(s) 

100000000010 This Black female emigrated from Haiti 
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Student # 
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Student # Scenario 
Qualifies 
for Seal? Explanation of Points 

Follow up 
question(s) 

100000000014 This Latina student’s first language is Spanish, but her parents 

raised her bilingually.  Her racial designation is White.  An 

evaluation of her language skills upon entering elementary 

school showed evidence of above-
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